[Thymic carcinoma (mixed small cell undifferentiated squamous cell carcinoma); report of a case].
A 52-year-old man was admitted to our hospital on October, 1997 with complains of left anterior chest pain. A chest X-ray and computed tomography on admission showed evidence of a mass in the left anterior mediastinum. The patient was treated with combination chemotherapy [cisplatin (CDDP), etoposide (VP-16)] and radiation therapy (2 gray x 25 days), preoperatively. Median sternotomy revealed a tumor invading into the left anterior chest wall, the pericardium, and partial pleura. The tumor was extirpated with combined resection of invaded organs. Microscopically and immunohistochemically, the tumor was diagnosed mixed small cell and undifferentiated squamous cell carcinoma documented by Snover et al. The patient was discharge on March 1998, but 2 years later after operation, he was dead by recurrent. We reported a rare case of thymic carcinoma.